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]t is with great pleasure the Guild Council wel-
come Bishop Stephen as our new Warden, re-
placing Bishop Nicholas Reade who has now retired.
There is a tribute to Bishop Nicholas on page 2. The
following information about Bishop Stephen is
taken from his diocesan website (www.ely.anglican.org/
about/whos_who/stephen_conway.html). He was going to
write an introduction specially for us but sadly suf-
fered a burst appendix and had to take time off
work. As we go to press, he has just returned to
work and will write a piece for our Autumn edition.

On March 5th 2011 the Rt Revd Stephen Conway was installed as the
69th Bishop of Ely. He was ordained priest in 1987 and spent the whole
of his parochial ministry in the Diocese of Durham - in urban priority
area, town centre and suburban settings. While training for the priest-
hood at Westcott House, Cambridge, he read Theology in the Univer-
sity and did a placement on an acute admissions ward at Fulbourn Hos-
pital. That experience inspired his passionate interest in mental health.

While serving in the North East, he was appointed as Diocesan Director
of Ordinands and later as the Bishop of Durham’s Senior Chaplain and
Diocesan Communications Officer. In 2002 he became Archdeacon of
Durham and Canon Treasurer of the Cathedral. He served in the Dio-
cese of Salisbury as Bishop of Ramsbury following his consecration in
June 2006.

Since he was a curate, Bishop Stephen has been mentor and friend to
clergy and lay people helping them to deepen their personal spirituality.
He strongly believes that prayer and worship are at the heart of every-
thing. His understanding of church doctrine and liturgical practice were
formed principally within the Anglican catholic tradition.

Bishop Stephen takes a keen interest in politics and community devel-
opment. And he has played a major role in building up links with
Churches overseas, travelling to countries such as Sudan and Latvia to
develop closer ties.

Stephen Conway grew up in multi-cultural South London where he
attended a Church of England grammar school. He was the first mem-
ber of his family to attend university and went to Oxford where he read
Modern History. Prior to ordination, he taught History and English.

He has been the carer of a close family member who had mental illness.
He chairs a mental health charity and, more recently, became the An-
glican bishop accompanying the L’ Arche Community in the UK, which
supports people with learning disabilities.

He is a keen walker. He likes watching rugby and cricket, enjoys the
cinema and is interested in the connection between faith and film. He
reads theology, history and biography. He takes much pleasure in offer-
ing and receiving hospitality.d

Professor Helen L Leathard, Editor
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AND IN CHRISM

The Wounded Healer

In this edition of Chrism we are re-
flecting in a highly seasonal way on
the concept of The Wounded Healer,
the issue being produced in the
Church’s seasons of Lent and Easter
when Jesus’ suffering and then tri-
umph over death are uppermost in our
minds. The subject is approached in
quite distinctive ways by our three
distinguished authors. In the first,
Bishop George Hacker, who used to
edit Chrism, introduces us to the per-
son and work of Henri Nouwen who
popularised (if that is the right phrase)
the notion of The Wounded Healer
through the title of his well known
and much appreciated book. We then
have ‘a practical guide’ to being a
wounded healer by Gretchen Stevens
who, for more than twenty years, has
dedicated herself to what she de-
scribes as the ’messy business’ of
healing. Third, Canon Paul Nener,
our former Sub-Warden, takes the
subject of ‘The Dying Healer’, and
includes some exploration of assisted
dying. Finally, by coincidence, Eliza-
beth Baxter’s account of 20 years at
Holy Rood House has a similar
theme.

The next issue, due out in Novem-
ber 2013, will be on the theme: De-
liverance Ministry & Exorcism.
For non-subscribers, extra copies of
Chrism, price £3.50, can be
obtained from the Guild Office.
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A TRIBUTE TO BISHOP NICHOLAS READE

by Revd Canon Paul Nener, the Guild’s former Sub-Warden

B ishop Nicholas Reade has been Warden of the Guild of St Raph-
ael since 2009, and we are sad to lose him, but wish him and his
wife, Christine, a very happy and fulfilling retirement. He was asked
to be Warden in view of the fact that the House of Bishops had al-
ready appointed him as their ‘lead’ bishop for the Ministry of Heal-
ing, and hence he was the ideal man for the post, and a gift to the life
of the Guild.

Nicholas was a southerner who had trained for the priesthood at Mirfield, served
in the midlands, and later in his native Sussex, before becoming Bishop of Black-
burn in 2004. He is a thoroughly loyal son of the Church of England, and has
served his diocese with a particular personal and pastoral style. He will be missed
by both his diocese and also by the Council and members of the Guild, and not
least for the hospitality of his home, where he was always so wonderfully sup-
ported by Christine with her equally bouncy personality.

His utter charm and personal approachability almost certainly sprang from both
his lovely nature and his absolute devotion to the life of prayer, and especially his
commitment to the prayer of the Church in the Daily Office. His contributions to
the proclamation of the gospel in the Church, through the Healing Ministry, and
through valuable contributions to public debate in health and disability issues, as
well as simple faithfulness to Christ, have left a legacy of great importance.

It has always been clear that Nicholas has been deeply saddened by some of the issues facing the Church, and the invidious
position of bishops who feel that they have a ministry to all the faithful, so retirement will come as a breath of fresh air, and
a place where he can serve the Church differently, but almost certainly as enthusiastically as ever.

God bless you both, father. We will miss your honour, your kindness and your down-to-earth wisdom. You were born in
Bexhill and now they have you back: enjoy your new life for many years.

PS I cannot let this tribute conclude without adding a note about Bishop Nicholas’ terrific sense of humour. He was a real
practical joker . HLL, Editor.

News From CHESTER BRANCH CELEBRATES 25TH ANNIVERSARY
ST ANDREW’S, BRANCH
CAVERSHAM, READING

At the moment we have 17
members. We have a service of

To mark the twenty-fifth anniversary of the formation of the
Chester Cathedral Branch an Anniversary Celebration Eucharist
was held in the Cathedral's Lady Chapel on Saturday 2nd March
2013. The Cathedral's beautiful Lady Chapel was set aside for
‘N this service.

Holy Communion with laying on ¢

of hands and anointing once a L& id Chester Cathedral branch has maintained links with Guild
month, W_hen ‘we pray for those . m branches in Llandudno and Neston. Members of these branches
on our sick list. Members also| [.& supported the anniversary celebration by their presence. The
pray regularly for them. Guild branch at Haydock had helped when the Chester Cathedral branch was initially

Twice a year we also have set up, and a number of folk from Haydock came to mark this occasion.

prayers of healing with laying on| | Canon Chris Humphries, Chester Guild Chaplain, welcomed all those who had come to
of hands and anointing at our| | participate in this celebration. He introduced the Guild Sub-Warden, Revd Rodney
main Sunday service. We are| |Middleton, as the visiting preacher. In his address, the Sub Warden spoke of his in-
very pleased that a large per-| |yolvement over many years with healing ministry in various pastoral

centage of the congregation| |contexts. Canon Chris Humphries presided at the Eucharist
come forward for prayers of ) ) .
healing at these services. Lunch was served in the Refectory, beneath the pulpitum from which

We have recently printed cards the monks heard the Scriptures read in pre-reformation times. A spe-
to give to those on our sick list, cial ‘birthday cake’ had been prepared and Jane Jones, the Branch

which have been gratefully re-| |[secretary, showed it to everyone before it was cut up and distributed.
ceived. We often receive com-| |Jane has served the branch as secretary since its inception, and on |
ments that those we pray for behalf of the Branch members Canon Chris Humphries made a pres-
are very aware of our prayers. entation to her.
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News from the Guild Council

The Guild Council met on Tuesday 5th March 2013 and covered a very extensive agenda focus-
sing especially on how we can improve the Guild for the future. One agreed innovation is an e-

newsletter, information about which adjoins this item.
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New!
E-MAIL NEWSLETTER
David Martlew has volunteered to
t hat

Gui l db6s new approximately monthly intervals

Church of England and we hope he will help to publicise the Guild and all it has to of with the intention of keeping mem-

The financi al report

reveal
ture, despite the huge amount of unpaid work done by some Council members. It is crucially impor-
tant in these financially difficult times that branches and members pay their subscriptions on time.

bers and senior figures in the
wider church more up to date with
the variety of activities of the Guild
Branches and Council than is pos-

ed, yet a

NESTON BRANCH NEW E-MAIL NEWSLETTER ") sible through six-monthly print
QUIET DAY All members of the Guild are warmly encouraged to editions of Guild News.
Saturday 18th May receive this regular newsletter. The success of this e-newsletter
Conducted by All you need to do to join the mailing list is to e-mail a will depend on people in the
Canon Paul Nener  \__request to David Martlew whose address is on page 4. __J branches sending information
As The Guilfdds Rovi ng SUBSCRIPTIONS "  about their activities to David for
Ambassador, Paul is keen | All subscriptions fall due on 1st January of each year. Payments inclusion in the newsletter.
to visit branches. need to reach the Hon Treasurer by the end of March, after which| Please send him news and photos
Please contact him _ date the mailing lists for Guild News and Chrism are updated. J ~ ©of Branch meetings and events.

THE WOUNDED HEALER

Contributions to the current issue of Chrism reveal how
complex and yet helpful to the ministry of healing is an un-
derstanding of the ‘wounded healer’ who is central to our
Christian faith. This theme highlights very strongly the need
for care associated with Christ’s ministry of healing to be
thoroughly holistic. It reminded me of some wonderful theo-
logical insights that were quoted within a paper on
‘Learning for Holistic Care’ that I published with a former
colleague*. It was based, in part, on work I had done for my
MA in Theology and aimed to introduce the pastoral theol-
ogy concept of practical wisdom (often known by the origi-
nal Greek word phronesis) to nurse education. Here, as in
the Chrism editorial, I provide a little background informa-
tion on phronesis as an introduction to some profoundly
wonderful and insightful words of the well-known writers,
Dr Shelia Cassidy and Revd Kenneth Leech

Holistic care provides care for the whole person and recog-
nizes all aspects of personhood and of relationality between
the carer and the recipient of care. The development of nec-
essary attributes for providing such care is highly reliant on
experiential learning that results in phronesis - an Aristote-
lian concept, introduced in his Nichomachean Ethics. Its
usage has been developed in relation to pastoral care, and
has been described by David Willows and John Swinton as
wisdom derived from engagement in practice. It seems to
me that it is fundamental to healing ministry. ‘Healing’, in
this context, refers to the various processes involved in re-
covery towards holistic health or a good death and, within
individuals, this involves physical, mental, spiritual and
emotional aspects. Spiritual care is, therefore, essential in
helping people to attain and maintain a state of well-being in
which the self-healing capabilities of body, mind and spirit
can proceed unhindered.

The importance of personal experience in the development
of phronesis has been illustrated amply by Sheila Cassidy, a

doctor who developed a career in palliative care after surviving
personal experience of torture. She has written: ‘Perhaps the
most important lesson learned from years of therapy is the
healing power of non-judgmental listening’ and: ‘I believe that
the most important route to a knowledge of God, a working
theology, is through prayer. We can read all the pious books in
the world, but unless we sit silently at God’s feet, open our
minds and hearts to him, we will never really know him. This
knowing is, of course, not ordinary knowing’. What Cassidy
has described so evocatively here is the key to acquisition of
phronesis. Cassidy’s road to ‘recovery’ involved an extended
period in a monastery, with spiritual care making a substantial
contribution. The underlying principles of such spiritual work
have been stated persuasively by Kenneth Leech: ‘To be
formed...we need to cultivate insight, contemplative listening.
There is emphasis on love as opposed to knowledge or mental
enlightenment’, and: ‘Nothing is more necessary in pastoral
care...than the ability to listen, an ability which is nourished in
contemplation, stillness and inner silence. It is not a skill that
can be learnt. It only comes as a by-product of a life in which
silence and stillness have a major place’.

Holistic care that leads to healing is, in Cassidy’s words “... not
Jjust physical and emotional care, understanding and forgive-
ness. Sufferers need to know the passion and tenderness with
which they are loved by God. We must deliver this message by
revealing to them that they are lovable; by treating them with
all our skill, compassion and love. Sometimes this is all we can
do...if a person has no faith’.

*Reference to citations and quotations can be found in: Leathard HL
& Cook MJ (2009) Learning for holistic care: addressing practical
wisdom (phronesis) and the spiritual sphere. Journal of Advanced
Nursing 65(6), 1318-1327. doi: 10.1111/j.1365-2648.2008.04949.x
An electronic copy for private study is available from Helen Leathard
in response to e-mailed requests.
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Keeping
you in the

Picture

GUILD FESTIVAL 2013
This year we revert to our usual format

11.00 FESTIVAL EUCHARIST
with MINISTRY OF HEALING

President and Preacher: Rt Revd Stephen Conway
The Bishop of Ely and Warden of the Guild

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

LUNCH
Please bring your own packed lunch

GUILD FESTIVAL 2013
LICHFIELD CATHEDRAL

Saturday 26th October
Commencing at 11.00

FESTIVAL EUCHARIST
with MINISTRY OF HEALING

(See adjacent box for fuller details)

SUBSCRIPTIONS

All subscriptions fall
due on 1st January of
each year. These must
be received by the end
of March, after which

the mailing database for
Guild News and Chrism
is updated.

H

PRAYER REQUESTS

If you have a
prayer re-
quest, and do
not have ac-
cess to the
internet, you
can now send
it by ordinary
mail. The address is:

Sister Mary Cuthbert,
Community of the Holy Cross,
Holy Cross Convent,
Highfields, Nottingham Road
Costock, Loughborough,
Leicestershire , LE12 6XE.

Prayer support will be given ini-
tially for one month, but people are
invited to keep in touch and in
particular to let the sisters know if
the situation changes in any way.

And of course, if you are on the
internet, you can use that service
by writing directly to:
smc.bewerley@btconnect.com
or via the Guild website

The Guild Prayer

eavenly Father,

whose Son Jesus Christ healed the sick

and restored them to wholeness of life
bless, we pray,

the Guild of St Raphael

and all its members

in the celebration of this truth

within your Holy Church,

through the same Christ

our Lord.

GUILD WEBSITE

For information about the Guild,
news and other items, and a wide
selection of articles on subjects
connected with the ministry of
healing, log on to:-

www.guildofstraphael.org.uk
Feedback in the form of com-

ments, news, and items of interest
will always be welcome at:

david.martlew@gmail.com

Items of news from our branches
are particularly welcome.

GUILD OFFICE

Honorary Secretary and Treasurer
Revd Robin Pettitt

The Vicarage, 169 Church Road,

Haydock, St Helens,
Merseyside WA11 ONJ
01942 727956
E mail:
robpetl 69@yahoo.co.uk or

The Guild Council

The Warden
The Right Revd Stephen Conway
The Bishop of Ely
The Bishop's House, Ely, CB7 4DW
Tel: 01353 662749
E-mail: bishop@ely.anglican.org

The Sub-Warden
Revd Rodney Middleton

The Vicarage,
169 Church Road,
Haydock,

St Helens,
Merseyside WA11 ONJ
01942 727956
rodmid169@yahoo.co.uk

Honorary Secretary
and Treasurer
Revd Robin Pettitt

The Vicarage,
169 Church Road,
Haydock,

St Helens,
Merseyside WA11 ONJ
01942 727956
robpetl169@yahoo.co.uk

The Editor of Chrism
and Guild News

Professor Helen Leathard
29 Coronation Way
Lancaster LA1 2TQ

01524 849495
helenleathard@btinternet.com

Website Editor

David Martlew
david.martlew@gmail.com

COUNCIL MEMBERS

The Revd Mark Bond
The Rectory, La Marquanderie,
St Brelade, Jersey JE38EP
01534 742302
bonds@jerseymail.co.uk

The Revd Beatrice Brandon
Clopton Manor, Clopton
Northamptonshire NN14 3DZ
01832 720346
beatrice@healingministry.org.uk

The Revd Ron Carter
5 Greenwich Close,
Rawcliffe
York YO30 SWN
01904 610237

ronald.carter50@ntlworld.com

Leslie Maynerd
The Oak House
80 Woodcote Road
Caversham
Reading RG4 7EX
01189476067
leslie@oceanviewvillas.co.uk

Mr John Mounfield
24 Wharf Close,
Altrincham
Cheshire WA14 INY
0161 928 5593

The Revd Canon Paul Nener
16 Princes Park Mansions
Croxteth Rd, Livepool L8 3SA
0151 726 7003
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